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Our memorable
schooling days
with RVR

(- -

| had the good fortune of growing up with
RVR (we friends used to call him Venkatrao).
We both attended SVG High School in
Maruteru, West Godavari District and were
classmates for over six years till SSLC. Our
other close friends were Sonti Malleeswara
Sastry (Malli) and Chellapilla Lakshminaray
ana (Narayana). All four of us did reasonably
well in SSLC but dispersed in different direc-
tions and lost touch until we got into employ-
ment. Both RVR and | got into teaching.

Our houses were close to each other
fronting the canal that brought Godavari
waters on its way to the sea past
Narasapuram. We used to bathe in the canal
and drink its water. We used to walk togeth-
er to school and also in the evenings, along
the canal bank (kalava gattu). He used to
chat constantly and was a source of much
information acquired no doubt rom his father
and two elder brothers.

Even during school days, he was the only
one who could talk unhesitatingly with the
few girl students in the class. None of us oth-
ers had the courage! We were avid readers
and regularly visited the village library. We
read magazines, fiction, non-fiction — in fact
anything that we could lay our hands on. Our
favourite pastime was raiding my grandfa-
ther’s farms and help ourselves to seasonal
produce like sugar cane, guavas, several
varieties of mango, young fruit of palmyra
palm (Tadi chettu) and coconut. We enjoyed
eating pigeon pea seeds (kandulu) that were
planted along paddy field boundaries. An
annual activity before Deepawali for RVR,
me and Narayana used to be the making of
a variety of banasancha; under the
eagle-eyed guidance of our multifaceted
English teacher Chellapilla Venkata Rao
garu- Narayanas father. We would start with

ElviyeEer

- Nallamilli Prakash (Abbu)

making charcoal from the dried male flower
clusters of tadichettu; and buying basic
ingredients like surekaram; etc from the gro-
cery shop. We used to prepare matabalu,
chichu budlu, sisindrilu, bhoochakralu,
tapakayalu. Sinsindrilu were a particular
speciality of RVR and we used to test each
batch. We children used to be mesmerised
by this teacher who also used to treat people
bitten by scorpions by chanting some
mantras and waving twigs. He also wrote
several popular fictional books.

| arrived in Maruteru at age 9 from Central
India where my father worked in railways -
Bengal Nagpur Railway (BNR) - as a station
master. Since he used to be transferred often
and the school facilities there were very poor,
my maternal grandfather Chilra Subbi
Reddy, who was the village munisiff (muns-
abu) offered to take me. Initially, my Hindi
was better than my Telugu but | soon learned
to cope with the Telugu medium. RVR grew
up in a household of six boys and a girl. His
father, Rallabhandi Satyanarayana, was a
strict but scholarly teacher; he used to
subscribe to “Bharathi”. a literary magazine
which we all read avidly. Much to our awe, he
could write on palm leaves and had a good
collection of palm leaf manuscripts.

Although we corresponded regularly when
he was in Moscow and | was in Australia as
a botanist, we caught up with each other in
person only in Hyderabad after his sojourn in
Moscow. By then he became a well-known
scholar and contributed widely to magazines.
Each time | saw him, he would present me a
stack of books that he either wrote himself or
liked. He will truly remain etched in my
memory of the great carefree days we had
together.
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