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g Ministry of Culture #  Ministry of Culture
Government of India Government of India

Sahitya Akademi FIrdy B
presents %o i,
Webline Literature Series 2588 Deidud BB
_ Symposiomn o TR0 8Hekng JSuobod
Birth Centenary of Rambhatla Krishnamurthy 5,
PROGRAMME
v,
Inaugural Session : b
. ,.f&no 3
Welcome : S.P. Mahalingeshwar «
Regional Secretary, Sahitya Akademi Siwe 1 ARL 5aOciub
Inauguration : K. Siva Reddy Fedun P, oy ertl
Convener, Telugu Advisory Board, Sahitya Akademi SRUey Sikels ¢ 3. 3508
Chair : Penugonda Lakshminarayana ootz Dosll el Ll Mngy oils
Well-known Telugu writer wign 1 Walilel ::3_%.1\70"»29
Keynote Address : R.V. Rama Rao BEP ROND, Sronn
Well-known Journalist Ev?éa‘b:éc : b2, NPy
2 B0 Lot
First Session : Naded WErhe

Papers : Mandalaparthy Kishore / Rambhatia as a Poet
3 B Wothes ¢ Soolend 346 | wm oty
Pasham Yadagiri / Rambhatla as a Guiding Force v -
of Journalists Sriio AIPEND | mom trembo tagELm oegn
a0 sy sedendm o
Kalluri Bhaskaram / Rambhatla as an o0 it [ smsegseiynam ouy
Anthropological Researcher
FaoTUo, 30 ey 2021

Monday, 30 August 2021, 3.00 p.m - 6.00 p.m. SeTETe 3.00 Ko, - SaisEe 6.00 Ne.

Watch at : Watch at :
Youtube Live : hitps:fwiww.youtube.com/user/sahityaakademi Youtube Live : hitps:/fwww.youtube com/user/sahityaakademi

Website : www.sahitya-akademl.gov.In Website : www.sahitya-akademi.gov.in
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Remembering the
humble guru

who treated every
disciple as his friend

Rambhatla Krishna Murthy was a rare and
versatile genius, a journalist, political cartoon-
ist, poet, journalism teacher, historian, social
anthropologist, Sanskrit scholar, and Marxist
thinker, all rolled into one. He was self-taught
as he never had the luxury of formal education.
He was a good painter and excelled in carica-
tures and cartoons. He used to jokingly say
that he was just a Class V graduate.

He used to address every journalist, includ-
ing this writer who is little over three decades
his junior, as his ‘friend’, with a disarming
smile, to put them at ease. He used to lecture
them for hours on a variety of subjects, from
history to anthropology, from Vedas to
Marxism, ancient and modern literature, not
excluding contemporary politics and journalism
in simple language with utmost clarity.

He used to regale them with witty anecdotes.
Those who used to be his ‘patient listeners’
used to go away with some more knowledge
and acquired insight into matters hitherto
unknown to them.

Rambhatla was born on 24 March 1920 in
the East Godavari district. He was orphaned in
his infancy and was brought up by his relatives,
who tossed him from one place to the other
depriving him of the chance to get a formal
education. He studied up to Class V in Urdu
medium in Hyderabad, then under Nizam rule.

While doing odd jobs as a ‘child labourer’ he
used to spend time in libraries in Hyderabad.
He learnt Sanskrit to study ancient texts in their
original and English to study great writers,
including Karl Marx and Frederic Engels.

Rambhatla joined the Telugu edition of
Meezan as a sub-editor in 1944 when Adavi
Bapiraju, a poet and painter of repute, was the
editor until it was closed down 1948. The
Meezan used to be published in three

¥se+ub,3¢ ¢ £ewY'eTO]i XgO4 EjaT+U dY+°;£ 97

EEE

24th March 2020
By K Amarnath
Express News Service

ede

languages, English, Urdu, and Telugu. Each
newspaper used to have its own editorial poli-
cy. While the English edition, edited by an
Englishman, used to be pro-British, the Urdu
edition used to be the handmaid of the Nizam,
while the Telugu edition used to be liberal and
obliquely supported the Andhra Mahasabha,
which opposed Nizam rule and yearned for
independence.

Rambhatla used to run a column ‘Mirchi
Masala’ in the paper, commenting on day-to-
day news, with witty comments and cartoons.
He used to say that he inserted information
and news about the Telangana armed struggle
stealthily in his columns. When the going got
tough, the Nizam closed down the newspaper,
forcing Rambhatla to migrate to Madras to
avoid arrest and earn a living.

Another phase of his career started when
joined Visalaandhra daily in 1952 when the
Communist Party started it. Here he started a
new experiment of writing poetic comments,
limericks, accompanied by a cartoon on politi-
cal developments on a daily basis. Thus
Rambhatla became the first political cartoonist
in Telugu and became an instant celebrity jour-
nalist.

When Ramoji Rao of Eenadu embarked on
the idea of starting a journalism school to
exclusively cater to his own newspaper, he per-
suaded Rambhatla to head it. He trained
batches of journalists who later became reput-
ed journalists and editors.

He was a poet and writer of high standing in
Telugu. He died in 2001 at the age of 81. The
present generation of journalists has a lot to
learn from the life and writings of Rambhatla
Krishna Murthy, a Guru of journalists. q

(The writer is a senior journalist based in Hyderabad
and former member of Press Council of India).



A Centenary Tribute
to Rambhatla
Krishnamurthy:
Literally, a 'walking'
encyclopaedia!

He was a Telugu poet of the first order; a
reputed literary critic; a journalist for more than
half-a-century; the first political cartoonist ever
known to Telugu journalism; an unacademic
researcher who studied profoundly the cul-
turescape of the Vedic Aryans; the first
Principal of the first school of journalism of
Telugu States; and above all, Rambhatla
Krishnamurthy was a Marxist by conviction.

Though Rambhatla was born in Anatavaram
village of the East Godavari district of Andhra
Pradesh on 24 March 1920, he spent eight
decades in Hyderabad. He had his schooling in
Urdu medium schools of the Old City of
Hyderabad. A self-taught scholar in Telugu and
Sanskrit, Rambhatla could attain good com-
mand over English, without which a Telugu
journalist could not have survived for five
decades and ascend to the post of an editor.

Rambhatla's quest for study of Vedas was
triggered by Aryasamaj in his adolescence. He
was not content with learning the lexicographi-
cal meaning and the connotation of the Vedic
text; his concern however was to discern the
historical context. He moved further and con-
ferred with the works of German Indologists
and furthered towards social anthropologists
like Morgan, Frazer and Westermarck.

How much might he had struggled to access
those works in those remote years can easily
be imagined. He advanced further to peruse
thoroughly the works of Jawahar Lal Nehru, S
A Dange and Rahul Sankrityayan. Another dis-
cipline that attracted Rambhatla was the study
of Tantrism as a fertility cult. This trajectory ulti-
mately landed him at the threshold of Marxism.

Rambhatla started to earn his bread as a
teenager. He started composing limericks in
the wake of the World War Il. Kanyaa Sulkam,
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the classic play of Gurazada Appa Rao, turned
out to be an obsession with him. He joined
Adivi Bapiraju and Srinivasa Chakravarthy, the
Editor and the Assistant Editor of Meezan -
also known aficionados of Kanyaa Sulkam- in
1943. Bapiraju, a poet-painter encouraged
Rambhatla to try his hand at cartooning. In his
acknowledged column "Mirchi-Masaalaa"
Rambhatla was placing his witty limericks
along with news items about the armed strug-
gle of the peasants of Telangana in Meezan
(Telugu) - run by His Exalted Highness the
Nizam. As the danger of getting caught was
imminent, Rambhatla left Hyderabad for
Madras from where he shifted over to
Bezawada (present day Vijayawada) in early
1950s.

He was a member of the launching team of
Visalaandhra, a daily established in 1952 by
the CPI. His cartoon-poetry column
Sasavishaanam established him as the fore-
most political cartoonist of Telugu journalism.
Rambhatla was acknowledged as a "Moving
Encyclopaedia.” In fact, he must be regarded
rather as a "walking" encyclopaedia as he used
to walk long distances along with a small band
of 'friends’ (read his disciples) along the roads
of Hyderabad. Rambhatla and his team would
discuss any ‘issue' under the sky - from the
intricate sense of a Vedic text to Freudian psy-
choanalysis. The talkathon used to be very
much like the 'Socratic Elenchus'. Most mem-
bers of Rambhatla's band of friends turned into
professional journalists in later years is not just
an accident. He also had the credit of leading the
foremost experiment of manufacturing Telugu
journalists in a school of journalism established
by Ramoji Rao of Eenadu. Rambhatla breathed
his last in Hyderabad on 7 December 2001. (This
year — 2020 - marks the centenary of
Rambhatla's birth.) q









